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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1956 


♦ 


Co  t\)t  Cljairman  anb 

of 

utton=ni=^£(fjfiElb  ®rtian  IB 


iilembers^ 
i£(trict  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  which  includes  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  the  year  1956. 

The  birth  rate  was  the  lowest  for  many  years,  and  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
death  rate. 

Despite  steadily  improving  environmental  conditions,  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
again  exceeded  forty.  Though  relatively  large  fluctuations  are  expected  when  numbers 
are  small,  any  increase  in  the  rate,  especially  when  it  is  decreasing  progressively  over  the 
country  as  a  whole,  must  be  carefully  scrutinised.  The  facts  are  dealt  with  in  Section  A 
of  the  report. 

In  contrast  to  infantile  mortality  the  rate  for  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
fell  to  the  lowest  since  the  district  was  formed.  From  fifty-two  per  hundred  thousand 
population  last  year,  which  compared  favourably  with  seventy-five  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  rate  fell  to  forty-two.  The  results  of  the  mass  radiography  week  held  in 
November  also  suggested  a  relatively  low  incidence. 

Paralytic  poliomyelitis  attacked  three  children,  fortunately  without  fatality. 

Ten  years  ago  well  over  eleven  thousand  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  England 
and  Wales  and  four  per  cent.  died.  Though  notifications  fell  to  the  low  record  of 
sixty-three  in  1956,  the  mortality  was  thirteen  per  cent.  It  is,  therefore,  more  desirable 
than  ever  to  avoid  contracting  the  disease,  and,  to  that  end,  to  maintain  immunisation 
at  a  high  level. 

Housing  conditions  were  constantly  under  review  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
secure  essential  repairs  and  to  encourage  the  use  of  improvement  grants.  By  the  courtesy 
of  the  National  Coal  Board,  photographs  are  reproduced  showing  some  of  the 
improvements  made  in  the  houses  mentioned  in  my  annual  report  for  1954. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Housing  Architect  and  Housing  Manager  it  will  be  seen 
that,  though  building  continued,  the  waiting  list  is  still  formidable.  Many  older  people 
would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  move  into  a  bungalow  type  of  house  designed  to 
conserve  energy  and  promote  comfort,  and  within  easy  reach  of  a  shopping  centre. 

i 

There  were  no  additions  to  the  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses,  which  were  considered 
adequate  for  the  district. 

A  very  considerable  proportion  of  your  inspectors’  time  is  devoted  to  ensuring  a 
sound,  clean  and  wholesome  supply  of  meat  and  other  foods.  Their  work  will  eliminate 
the  risk  of  eating  contaminated  food,  only  if  the  principles  of  cleanliness  embodied  in  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  required  to  be  observed  by  all  concerned  with  the 
handling  and  sale  of  food,  are  practised  by  everyone,  from  the  time  of  purchase,  until 
the  moment  of  consumption. 

Atmospheric  observations  were  continued,  and  discussions  were  held  on  industrial 
and  domestic  sources  of  pollution  and  measures  for  their  prevention. 

I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all  the  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  efficient  assistance. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  S.  McKEAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  to  report  that  continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  the  Public 
flealth  Department,  particularly  with  regard  to  those  matters  such  as  slum  clearance  and 
the  conversion  of  pail-closets  where  you  have  formed  a  clearly  defined  policy. 

Full  details  of  housing  work  done  during  the  year  are  included  in  the  Housing  Sum¬ 
mary.  The  resumption  of  slum  clearance  hasf  become  a  matter  of  urgency  throughout 
the  whole  country  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Council’s  approved  clearance  scheme  is  well 
in  hand.  The  demolition  of  condemned  and  vacated  property  is  being  comp’eted  as 
speedily  as  possible.  It  is  perhaps  of  some  interest  to  note  at  this  time  that  your  post- 
v/ar  slum  clearance  policy  has  so  far  involved  over  400  houses  and  a  high  proportion 
of  the  tenants  have  been  rehoused  and  the  premises  demolished.  Add  to  these  the  900 
houses  dealt  with  before  the  war  and  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the  slum  clearance 
need  in  his  district  can  be  more  fully  appreciated  Ten  Improvement  Grants  were 
made  during  the  year  and  the  work  has  been  completed  in  all  cases.  A  total  of 
85  houses  including  1 1  owned  by  the  Council,  have  been  modernised  under  this 
scheme.  I  am  hopeful  that  many  more  landlords  and  owner/occupiers  will  apply  for 
this  grant,  as  there  are  still  many  houses  in  the  district  which  are  quite  structurally 
sound  and  lend  themselves  to  easy  modernization 

You  will  note  from  the  special  report  I  submitted  in  December  that  there  are  only 
183  pail  closets  remaining  for  conversion.  This  figure  of  course,  is  in  respect  of  those 
properties  where  access  to  the  sewer  is  possible.  It  is  a  great  relief  to  know  that  this 
most  essential  work  is  nearing  its  completion. 

The  inspection  of  food  and  the  survey  of  all  food  premises  under  the  Food  Hy¬ 
giene  Regulations  has  demanded  much  of  the  time  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
All  food  premises  have  been  visited  and  a  printed  synopsis  of  the  regulations  presented 
to  all  food  handlers.  Much  time  has  been  spent  in  discussions  with  traders  on  the  in¬ 
terpretation  and  application  of  the  regulations.  It  was  found,  quite  naturally,  that  many 
premises  presented  their  own  particular  problems.  I  think  it  is  well  worthy:  of  public 
record  to  pay  high  tribute  to  the  shopkeepers  and  food  handlers  in  the  area  for  the 
considerate  help  they  have  given  in  the  course  of  our  inspections  of  their  premises. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  thousands  of  pounds  have  already  been  spent  in  improve¬ 
ments  and  modernizations  in  the  food  premises  in  this  area  alone,  in  order  to  raise  the 
standards  of  food  hygiene  and,  most  important  of  all — food  handling.  The  members  of 
the  food  trade  were  amongst  the  first  to  admit  the  need  for  the  Regulations.  They  also 
know  that  the  purchasing  public  are  showing  a  more  personal  interest  in  the  way  their 
food  is  handled.  I  am  convinced  that  the  growing  fastidiousness  of  the  modern  house¬ 
wife  will  gradually  but  automatically  eliminate  the  sub-standard  food  shop. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  is  on  the  Statute  Book.  The  implementation  of  this  law 
will  require  very  careful  consideration. 

Full  details  of  work  carried  out  in  Food  Inspection  and  Sampling,  Public  Cleansing, 
Salvage,  Housing,  etc.,  are  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

I  wish  again  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Council  and  Dr.  McKean 
for  whole-hearted  support  and  encouragement.  Sincere  thanks  and  good  wishes  for 
success  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Rhodes  who  left  during  the  year  for  a  tutorial  appointment,  and 
to  the  inspectors  and  staff  for  their  hard  work  during  the  year. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  BRISCOE,  M.A.P.H.L,  M.R.S.H.,  R.S.H.  Meat  I  Cert- 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  Acres) 

10,507 

Population  (estimated  mid-year) 

40,340 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

12,522 

Rateable  Value  (year  ending  31st  March,  1957) 

. £356,087 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (Gross) 

.  £1,483 

Vital  Statistics 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

542 

275 

267 

Illegitimate 

18 

8 

10 

Stiil  Births — Legitimate  ... 

16 

9 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Deaths 

425 

219 

206 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  Population) 

13.6 

(Comparability  factor  1.29) 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  Population)  Legitimate 
(Comparability  Factor  1.01)  Illegitimate 

13.6 

0.4 

Total 

14 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  births  live  and  still) 

29.5 

Legitimate  Rate  (per  1,000  legitimate  births  live  and  still) 

28.7 

Illegitimate  Rate  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births  live  and  still) 

52.6 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  (per  1,000  births  live  and  still) 

... 

1.73 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

42.9 

Legitimate  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

.  .  . 

42.4 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births 

55.5 

Special  Death  Rates  per  1,000  Population: — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

.025 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

0.0 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  (based  on  the  International  Statistical  Classification). 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

No.  of 
Deaths 

16 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

•  •  < 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

44 

76 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

70 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

48 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

14 

Other  heart  disease 

49 

Pneumonia 

18 

Bronchitis 

43 

6 


Popolation 

Births  outnumbered  deaths  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  but  the  Registrar  Gen¬ 
eral’s  estimate  of  mid-year  population  was  sixty  less  than  last  year. 


Births 

The  live  birth  rate  again  fell  and  reached  the  lowest  level  since  the  Urban  District 
was  formed.  The  still  birth  rate  rose  slightly. 

The  table  shows  the  Rh  groups  of  mothers  of  infants  whose  birth  was  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 


Still 

Live 

Died  under 

Births 

Biiths 

1  year 

Rh  positive 

13 

363 

21 

Rh  Negative 

2 

89 

2 

Not  Tested 

3 

111 

1 

Premitore  Births 

The  premature  birth  rate  rose  to  ninety-three  per  thousand  live  births.  More  of  the 
births  were  in  the  lower  weight  groups  and  consequent’y  the  survival  rate  was  less  than 
last  year. 

Fifty-two  infants  were  notified  as  premature  by  weight,  twin  pregnancies  accounting 
for  five  of  them.  Seventeen  were  born  in  hospital  and  four  in  private  nursing  homes. 
Thirty-one  were  born  at  home,  three  of  whom  were  subsequently  admitted  to  hospital, 
where  one  died. 

Eight  of  the  infants  failed  to  survive  for  a  month,  and  two  died  at  the  ages  of 
two  and  three  months. 

One  of  the  five  infants  weighing  under  3ilbs.  survived. 

Premature  Birth-Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births  Survived 

—  31b.  4oz.  — 4.1b.6oz.  — 41b.  15oz.  — 51b.  8oz.  Total  one  month 

9  13  7  64  93  85% 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  Rh  factor  of  the  40  mothers  whose  blood 


was  examined. 

Infants 

Births  Survived 

one  month 

Rh  Positive 

33 

34  26 

Rh  Negative 

7 

8  8 

Still  Births 

Twelve  of  the  sixteen  mothers  were  over  thirty  years  of  age  and  their  pregnancies 
varied  from  a  first  to  a  seventh. 

Toxaemia  was  a  lethal  factor  in  six  cases  and  birth  was  premature  by  weight  in  a 
similar  number. 

Several  of  the  infants  had  congenital  malformations — one  being  the  sixth  infant  of 
a  mother  whose  third  and  fifth  infants  had  had  the  same  abnormality. 

A  macerated  foetus  was  born  to  one  mother  whose  blood  was  Rh  negative  and  con¬ 
tained  antibodies. 

Complications  of  delivery  accounted  for  two  cases. 

The  perinatal  mortality,  which  is  the  combined  rate  for  still  births  and  deaths  under 
one  week,  was  50.3  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 
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Deaths  of  lofants  under  One  Year 

Thg  Registrar  General  assigned  twenty-five  deaths  to  the  district.  Our  records 
show  only  twenty-four  and  as  no  one  can  produce  details  of  the  twenty-fifth  death,  1 
have  used  our  own  figure  for  the  calcu'ation  of  the  rate  which  is  already  much  too  high. 
Our  rate  of  42.9  compares  very  badly  with  the  average  for  the  urban  districts  of  Not¬ 
tinghamshire  which  is  26.8,  and  with  23.8  for  England  and  Wales.  Our  neonatal  mor- 
ta'ity  rate  was  32.1  compared  with  16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  prematurity,  intra-cranial  haemorrhage  and  con¬ 
genital  malfoimations. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  housing  conditions  had  any  adverse  effect  and  only  two 
of  the  mothers  were  employed  in  industry. 

(a)  Deaths  in  the  first  week. 

Ten  infants  fai’ed  to  survive  the)  first  two  days  of  life,  and  other  two  died  before 
the  end  of  the  first  week. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  five  of  the  deaths,  and  intra-cranial  haemorrhage  was 
recorded  as  the  only  cause  in  four,  and  as  a  contributory  cause  in  another  infant  who 
succumbed  to  pneumonitis.  Congenital  m.alformation  was  the  cause  of  death  in  one  case 
and  the  other  was  an  illegitimate  infant  who  died  of  asphyxia  due  to  inattention  at  birth 

There  were  special  risks  to  at  least  eight  of  the  infants— 

In  two  cases  there  had  been  ante-partum  haemorrhage :  one  was  a  first  pregnancy 
comp'dcated  by  pre-ec’amptid  toxaem’a,  and  the  other  was  a  sixth  pregnancy  of  a 
women  age  29  who  had  twins.  A  caesarian  section  at  39  weeks  failed  to  prevent  the 
death  of  the  infants. 

Four  mothers  had  an)  unfavourable  obstetric  history  and  had  lost  one  or  more  of 
their  previous  infants. 

One  mother  aged  36  with  a  fifth  pregnancy  has  still  no  live  children.  Her  first  and 
fourth  infants  survived  a  short  time  and  her  second  and  third  were  still  born.  Her  blood 
was  Rh  negative  and  the  fifth  infant  was  transfu'^ed  shortly  after  birth  but  died  of  cere¬ 
bral  haemorrhage  associated  with  haemolytic  disease. 

There  was  a  history  of  one  still  birth  and  two  infant  deaths  due  to  congenital  mal¬ 
formation  in  a  mother  aged  26  with  a  ninth  pregnancy.  Her  infant  was  born  with  the 
same  congenital  malformation!  as  the  other  two,  and  lived  only  one  day. 

Two  others  had  a  history  either  of  previous  still  birth  or  premature  labour. 

One  illegitimate  infanC  was  born  before  any  ante-natal  care  had  been  sought  and 
with  no  preparation  for  the  event.  She  died  of  asphyxia  due  to  lack  oil  expert  atten¬ 
tion  at  birth  (coroner’s  inquest). 

Of  the  four  infants  dying  from  cerebral  haemorrhage,  delivery  was  normal  in  three 
and  by  forceps  in  the  fourth. 

(b)  Deaths  between  one  week  and  one  month. 

Six  deaths  occurred  in  this  period. 

Two  were  due  to  congenital  ma’formation  alone  and  another  to  bronchopneumonia 
in  a  child  with  hare  lip  and  e’eft  palate.  In  this  last  case  there  was  a  maternal  history 
of  toxaemia  and  a  previous  still  birth. 

Intra-cranial  haemorrhage,  oedema  neonatorum,  and  an  alimentary  infection  in  a 
premature  infant  caused  the  other  deaths. 

(c)  Deaths  between  one  month  and  one  year. 

Four  of  the  six  deaths  were  the  subject  of  an  inquest. 

One  was  the  third  infant  of  a  mother  aged  21  who  had  lost  her  first  two  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year— one  from  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  the  other  from  pneu¬ 
monia.  The  cause  of  death  was  congestive  heart  failure  and  acute  primary  pneumoma 
associated  with  hypertrophy  of  thymus  gland. 
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The  second  was  an  infant  aged  two  months  who  had  never  thrived  very  weil  and  the 
verdict  was  acute  bilateral  primary  pneumonia. 

Another  child  succumbed  to  acute  respiratory  infection  at  the  age  of  two  months 
and  was  also  considered  to  have  whooping  cough. 

The  fourth  was  an  infant  aged  three  months  accidentally  suffocated  whilst  in  bed — - 
a  tragic  reminder  of  the  danger  which  threatens  all  infants  who  have  no  cot  of  their  own. 

Two  deaths  occurred  in  hospital,  one  due  to  a  congenital  malformation  which  had 
been  treated  surgically,  and  the  other  to  acute  bronchitis. 


Registered  cause  of  death 

No.  of  Deaths. 

(a)  Under  one  month 

At  home 

In  Hospital 

Total 

Prematurity 

1 

4 

5 

Congenital  Malformation 

3 

0 

3 

Intra  Cranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

4 

5 

Asphyxia — inattention  at  birth 

1 

0 

1 

Oedema  Neonatorum 

0 

1 

1 

Alimentary  Infection 

0 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Infections 

1 

1 

2 

7 

11 

18 

Mothers  attended  Ante-Natal  Clinic 

4 

8 

12 

tb)  one  month  and  over 

Respiratory  Infections 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

•  .  • 

0 

1 

1 

Accidental  Suffocation 

1 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

4 

2 

6 

Mothers  attended  Ante-Natal 

Clinic 

Child  attended  Maternity  and 

3 

1 

4 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

3 

2 

5 

The  following  table  show.s  the  age  of  the 

mother  and  the 

number  of  pregnancies  for 

neonatal  deaths. 

Age  of  Mother 

Pregnancy 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th  6th 

9th 

Under  20  .  1 

1 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

20 — 29  years  .  5 

2 

1 

1 

0  2 

1- 

30—39  years  .  1 

0 

0 

0 

3  0 

0 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3  2 

1 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  chief  causes  of  death: 


Prematurity  Congenital  Respiratory 
Malformation  Infections 


1936 

.  .  . 

11.2 

8.0 

20.9 

1946 

14.5 

6.6 

9.2 

1955 

10.2 

5.1 

5.1 

1956 

... 

... 

8.9 

7.1 

8.9 

Infantile 

Mortality  in 

Wards 

Comparative 

Mortality 

Year 

East 

West 

Huthwaite 

Skegby 

Sutton-in- 

Ashfield 

Urban 
Districts 
in  Notts. 

1936 

56 

73 

75 

74 

69 

58 

1946 

44 

66 

39 

27 

46 

42 

1955 

41 

25 

30 

9 

27 

26 

1956 

34 

43 

67 

39 

43 

27 

9 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates  under  and  over  1  month 


Under  1  month 

Over  1  month. 

1936 

26 

43 

1946 

26 

20 

1955 

17 

10 

1956 

32 

11 

Combined  still  birth-rate  and  neonatal  rate  per  1,000  total  births:  — 

1936 

60 

1946 

55 

1955 

45 

1956 

... 

61 

Rates  for  1936 — 1954  inclusive  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1954. 

Sutton-in- 

-  England 

Ashfield 

&  Wales 

Live  births  per  1,000  population 

14 

15.7 

Still  Births  per  1,000  births,  live  and  still 

29.5 

23.0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  per  1,000 

live  births  42.9 

23.8 

Maternal  Deaths  per  1,0C0  births,  live  and  still  (excluding  abortion)  0.0 

0.46 

Due  to  abortion  1.73 

0.10 

Deaths  per  1,C00  population: — 

All  causes 

13.6 

11.7 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.099 

0.109 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

0.149 

0.407 

Other  Cancer 

1.735 

1.668 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  still  cancer  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system.  The  rate  for  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  a  little  less  than  last  year 
though  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  increased.  The  proportion  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  infections  was  higher  than  last  year. 

One  pre-school  child  aged  three,  and  two  school  children  aged  ten  and  fourteen 
died  during  the  year.  The  causes  of  death  were  congenital  malformation,  nephritis  and 
malignant  brain  tumour. 

The  death  from  maternal  causes  was  a  woman  aged  forty  three  who  died  from  com¬ 
plications  following  self  attempted  abortion. 


Extract  from  the  statistics  of  Road  Traffic  Accidents  supplied  by  Inspector  Wade. 


Killed 

Under  15 

15—64 

1 

65  and  over 

2 

Total 

3 

Seriously  injured 

7 

26 

3 

36 

Slightly  injured 

.  28 

80 

8 

116 

The  total  number  of  accidents  was  291. 


ANTENATAL,  POST-NATAL,  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  CLINICS 
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The  Local  Health  Authority  administer  the  Clinic  Services. 


Rhesus  typing  was  continued  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics— 


Mothers 

Fathers 

Infants 

Rh  Positive  ... 

.  152 

5 

7 

Rh  Negative  ... 

.  79 

1 

9 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  three  maternity  cases  treated  in  hospital,  123 
were  admitted  on  account  of  unsuitable  home  conditions  and  the  others  for  medical 
reasons.  Twenty  mothers  had  blood  transfusions  and  one  infant  had  a  replacement 
transfusion. 

Forty-four  births  were  notified  from  nursing  homes. 

A  total  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  blood  donors,  including  thirty-five  new  volun¬ 
teers,  attended  the  two  sessions  held  in  the  district  by  the  Regional  Transfusion  Service. 
It  took  well  over  two  thousand  blood  donations  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  patients  in  the 
Mansfield  Group  of  Hospitals  during  1956. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  new  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Mortuary 

The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Mansfield  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary  at  King’s  Mill  Hospital.  The  arrangement  worked 
well  until  this  year  when  some  of  the  post  mortems  were  done  at  Mansfield  mortuary 
instead  of  King's  Mill  on  the  instructions  of  the  Coroner. 

King’s  Mill  mortuary  was  used  for  twenty-four  cases  and  Mansfield  for  twelve. 

The  cost  to  the  Council  for  transport  was  £69  and  for  the  use  of  the  premises 
£38  14s.  Od. 


Medical  Examinations  of  Staff  and  Workmen 


There  were  fifty-two  examinations  during  the  year. 


Fit  for  acceptance . 

Rejected 

Resignations  on  medical  grounds  confirmed 


45 

5 

2 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  the  waters  mains  were  extended  by  nine  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 
On’y  one  house,  which  is  scheduled  for  demolition,  is  supplied  by  standpipe. 

The  quantity  available  from  the  well  at  Rushley  supplied  less  than  half  the  total 
volume  passing  through  the  mains,  the  remainder  coming  from  the  Meden  Valley 
Joint  Board  and  Mansfield  Borough.  About  nineteen  million  gallons  were  passed  on 
to  the  Urban  District  of  Kirkby-in-Ashfield. 

From  Rushley  .  240,145,000  gallons 

From  Meden  Valley  ..  ...  ...  280,669,000  gallons 

From  Mansfield .  63,520,000  ga’lons 


584,334,000  gallons 

To  Kirkby-in-Ashfield .  19,347,000  gallons 

The  bore  hole  at  Far  Baulker  was  sealed  and  this  source  of  supply  will  not  be 
available  until  the  full  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

Two  samples  of  raw  water  from  Rushley  were  examined,  one  of  which  showed  pre¬ 
sumptive  coli  in  100  mis.  indicating  the  need  for  chlorination. 

Nine  samples  of  chlorinated  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  twenty- 
six  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Before  re-assembly  of  the  water  pump  at  Rushley  the  five  men  to  be  engaged  on  the 
work  were  examined  to  exclude  any  likelihood  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply. 

Chemical  analysis  of  four  samples  of  the  Meden  Valley  supply  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  twenty-two  samples  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Four  samples  from  houses  receiving  the  Mansfield  Supply  were  examined  bacter- 
iologically  and  were  satisfactory. 

At  King’s  Mill  Hospital,  also  supplied  from  Mansfield,  two  samples  from  the 
mains  were  satisfactory.  Chemical  analysis  of  the  stored  supply,  not  intended  for 
drinking  purposes,  was  satisfactory  but  there  was  rather  a  high  bacterial  count  in  the 
two  samples  examined.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  discussed  the  problem  with  the 
Hospital  Engineer. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  in  parts  per  million  estimated  by  the  official 
method  of  the  Government  Laboratory  in  November  was: — 

Rushley  Meden  Valley  Mansfield 
Raw  Water  ...  ...  ...  0.084  —  — 

Chlorinated  Supply  ...  ...  0.080  0.060  0.044 

Six  samples  from  the  Public  Baths  were  satisfactory. 
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Representative  results  of  drinking  water  from  Rushley  and  of  the  water  from  the 
Public  Baths  are  given  below. 


The  samples  contain  per  million  parts 

(a) 

Rushley 

Supply 

July 

(b) 

Baths 

Water 

September 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180*  C. 

. 

180.00 

620.00 

Suspended  Matter  . 

. 

absent 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine  . 

. 

24.85 

170.40 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

•  «  *  «  •  •  • 

5.00 

8.00 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

•  •  .  .  .  •  ... 

absent 

absent 

Pree  and  saline  Ammonia 

. 

0.016 

'  0.172 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

•  •  •  •  »  .  . 

0.012 

'  0.072 

Temporary  Hardness 

...  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

70.00 

22.50 

Permanent  Hardness 

•  •  •  •  •  *  •  «  • 

66.00 

143.50 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80*F.  from  N/80  KMn04 

0.08 

1.00 

pH  Value  . 

7.90 

6.40 

Appearance 

•  .  .  ...  ... 

clear  &  bright 

clear  &  brigh 

Odour 

...  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  , 

none 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

...  ...  ... 

normal 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

. 

absent 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

... 

0.175* 

0.30 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 
in  72  hrs.  ... 

agar  at  21 °C. 

0 

7 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 
in  24  hrs.  ... 

agar  at  37*C. 

0 

0 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 
in  48  hrs.  ... 

agar  at  37*C. 

0 

68 

Coii — aerogenes  count  per  100  mis.  at  37°C.  in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis.  at  44“C, 

in  48  hrs. 

0 

0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive) 

...  ...  ... 

absent  in 

absent  in 

*  a  test  done  in  the  Health  Department  showed  0.3. 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

(a)  At  the  time  of  sampling  this  water  was  of  suitable  bacterial  and  chemical  quality 
for  human  consumption,  domestic  use  and  dairy  purposes. 

(b)  At  the  time  of  sampling  this  water  was  of  suitable  bacterial  and  chemical  quality 
for  use  in  the  swimming  pool. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Construction  of  new  sewers  amounted  to  one  thousand  and  fifty  yards. 

The  new  sewage  works  at  Skegby  were  opened  in  November  and  will  serve  an  es¬ 
timated  population  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred.  Their  capacity  is  sufficient  for  a 
population  of  ten  thonsand  and  purification  is  by  activated  sludge. 


General  Sanitation 

Number  of  visits  re  Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1578 

Conversions  completed  during  year .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

P.C.’s  abo’ished,  1930-56  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3184 

P.C.’s  remaining  ...  .  .  ...  •.  •.  373 

A  survey  carried  out  in  December  revealed  that  out  of  the  373  pails  existing 
126  pails  could  not  be  converted  due  to  lack  of  sewers. 

44  pails  would  not  be  converted  due  to  slum  clearance  procedure. 

20  pails  were  being  converted  voluntarily  by  owners  or  under  improvement  schemes. 
183  could  be  converted  and  are  included  in  the  Council’s  final  scheme  for  1957. 
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Visits  in  connection  with  Housing — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  ... 

(b)  Housing  Act  ... 

(c)  Overcrowding 


Water  Supply  and  Sampling 
Drainage 

Factories  and  Workshops  .. 
Infectious  Disease 
Rodent  Infestations  ... 

Shops  Act  . 


Public  Cleansing — 

(a)  Collection 

(b)  Disposal 

(c)  Salvage 

Moveable  Dwellings 
Stables,  Piggeries,  etc. 
Offensive  Trades 
Pet  Shops 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Disinfestation 

Schools 

Miscellaneous  Visits 


Notices  Served: 

Informal  Notices 
Statutory  Notices 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  . 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  31st  Dec.  1955 
Informal  Notices  outstanding  31st  Dec.  1956 
Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31st  Dec.  1956 
Informal  Notices  abated  . 


744 

567 

21  1332 


87 

486 

105 

154 

104 

64 


225 

189 

245  659 


364 

20 

52 

4 

156 

49 

14 

512 


228 

79 

649 

183 

102 

20 

309 


Summary  of  Work  Done 

(a)  Housing  (No.  of  houses  affected). 

Roofs,  fallpipes,  eaves,  gutters  and  walls  repaired 

Dangerous  structures  remedied  . 

Remedy  of  dampness  by  cement  rendering  or  insertion  of 

Damp  Proof  Course  ...  . 

Yards  paved  . 

Internal  repairs  . 

Sinks  Provided  . 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  . 

Washing  Coppers  provided  ...  . 

Washing  Coppers  Renewed  ...  . 

Foods  Stores  provided  ...  . 

Defective  ovens  repaired  . 

Defective  floors  repaired  .  . 


256 

5 

35 

48 

251 

70 

10 

0 

6 
25 
35 
23 


^b)  General  Work. 

Water  Closets  and  Structures  Repaired 

Accummulations  Removed  . 

Rodent  Infestations  Abated 

Complaints  Unfounded  . 

Reports  to  the  Surveyor  . 

Complaints  Received  . 

Dirty  Premises  Cleansed  . 

Animal  Nuisance  Abated  . 

Grease  Traps  Provided 


188 

2 

86 

32 

63 

1130 

6 

1 

1 
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(c)  Drainage. 

No.  of  Premises  Visited  .  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  640 

Blocked  Drains  Cleansed  ...  .  ...  ...  .  302 

New  Drains  Tested  and  Passed  .  ...  ...  ...  379 

Defective  Drains  Found  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Defective  Drains  Repaired  .  ...  ...  .  .  59 

Open  Channel  Drainage  Abolished  ...  ..  ...  ...  .  ...  6 

Cesspools  Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  0 

Cesspools  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  table  below  shows  the  readings  from'  the  instruments  which  are  still  sited  at 
Stanton  Hill  and  Columbia  Avenue.  There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  total  solids  and 
a  slight  increase  in  S02  as  compared  with  last  year. 


Estimation  of  Sulphur  by  Lead  Peroxide  method  and  analysis  of  matter 

collected  in  atmospheric  gauge 


Rainfall  Insoluble  Soluble  TOTAL  S02  in  milligrams 
MONTH  in  Deposit  Deposit  SOLIDS  per  100  sq.  cm. 

inches  tin  tons  per  square  mile)  per  day. 


1956 


JANUARY 

3.37 

5.60 

7.67 

13.27 

3.24 

FEBRUARY 

1.36 

3.66 

4.46 

8.12 

3.56 

MARCH 

0.47 

2.45 

2.58 

5.03 

1.74 

APRIL 

1.92 

6.17 

4.48 

10.65 

1.94 

MAY 

0.31 

6.41 

2.58 

8.99 

2.01 

JUNE 

3.63 

8.38 

6.71 

15.09 

1.34 

JULY 

3.02 

8.49 

6.26 

14.75 

1.03 

AUGUST 

5.78 

3.59 

3.29 

6.88 

1.22 

SEPTEMBER 

3.16 

3.86 

4.23 

8.09 

1.17 

OCTOBER 

1.19 

3.89 

2.58 

6.47 

2.24 

NOVEMBER 

0.78 

2.52 

2.40 

4.92 

2.49 

DECEMBER 

3.63 

4.33 

4.70 

9.03 

2.67 

Regu’ar  observations  have  continued  on  all  the  industrial  plants  in  the  area,  and 
many  improvements  have  been  effected  as  a  result  of  informal  discussions  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  smoke  emission. 

The  Council  are  to  consider  the)  various  types  of  approved  appliances  suitable  for 
insta'lation  in  Council  houses. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Council  Houses  found  infested  ... 
Council  Houses  Disinfested 

(b)  Private  Houses  found  Infested 
Private  Houses  Disinfested 
Premises  Disinfested  for  other  vermin 


0 

0 

4 

4 

41 


Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage  Collection 


Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  was  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
a  manner  which  earns  high  praise  for  the  men  employed  on  this  essential  yet  thankless 
task.  A  regu’ar  weekly  collection  was  maintained,  apart  from  the  usual  small 
arrears  following  Bank  Holidays.  This  was  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  a  stable  labour 
force  consisting  in  the  main  of  a  body  of  workers  who  have  served  this  Authority  faith¬ 
fully  for  many  years. 

Transport  again  presented  few  prob’ems.  As  a  matter  of  routine  three  vehicles 
were  completely  reconditioned  in  our  own  workshop,  apart  from  normal  repair  and 
maintenance  of  the  whole  fleet  of  seventeen  vehicles  used  by  the  Health  Department. 
No  new  vehicles  were  purchased. 
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The  new  boiler  house  and  waste  food  steaming  room  was  completed  and  in  opera- 
t-on  early  in  the  year.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  the  erection  of  drying  room 
and  shower  baths  for  the  workmen. 

For  the  disposal  of  refuse  the  principal  tip  at  Charnwood  Street  was  again  used 
continually  throughout  the  year.  Fuily  controlled  tipping  methods  were  used.  Excel¬ 
lent  co-operation  by  the  local  police  has  done  much  to  discourage  the  interference  with 
the  tip  by  unauthorized  persons. 

The  fol'owing  extract  from  the  Public  Cleansmg  Costing  Return  for  the  year 
1955/1956  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  shows  that  the 
costs  for  this  district  are  well  below  the  averages  for  the  country. 


Net  cost  per 

1000  population 

Net  cost 

per  1000  premises 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Col'ection 

Disposal 

Total 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Sutton-in-Ashfield 

399 

7 

406 

1300 

21 

1321 

Average  for  Urban  Districts  484 

41 

526 

1525 

131 

1655 

Seaside  Resorts 

545 

76 

621 

1511 

212 

1723 

Coal  Mining  Towns 

463 

59 

525 

1483 

188 

1681 

Other  Towns 

490 

33 

519 

1542 

104 

1641 

Average  for  all  Authorities 

513 

81 

593 

1600 

255 

1853 

Cesspools. 

Our  new  arrangements  for  the  e’eansing  of  cesspools  have  operated  well  throughout 
the  year.  Unfortunately,  there  are  a  number  of  cesspools  very  difficult  of  access,  partic¬ 
ularly,  during  wet  periods  when  the  ground  is  waterlogged. 

The  properties  at  Wild  Hill  and  Penniment  Lane,  Skegby,  are  two  ideal  areas  which 
could  and  should  be  considered  for  main  sewers. 


Salvage. 


The  amount  of  waste  paper  we  are  allowed  to  send  to  the  Paper  Mills  was  rationed 
to  200  tons  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  and  it  would  appear  that  this  control 
is  to  extend  well  into  1957. 


The  following  salvaged  materials  were  sold  during  the  year — 


Waste  Paper 
Textiles 

Tins  and  Metal 


Waste  Food 


1955 


Tons 

Cwts 

£. 

s. 

d. 

432 

5i 

3476 

12 

1 

9i 

10 

19 

0 

51 

1 

255 

1 

4 

483 

16 

3742 

12 

5 

.  433 

3i 

3457 

0 

6 

Tons 

Cwts 

£.  s. 

d. 

595 

5 

2976  5 

0 

579 

18 

2899  10 

0 

1956 

1955 

There  is  still  a  ready  market  for  this  material. 
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Corsic  La  ne  :  Ini'ernal  View,  1954 

Reproduced  by  courtesy  of  The  National  Coal  Board 


S!\^?R0VEMENT  works 

Corsic  La^.o  :  hitirna'  View,  1956 


Reproduced  by  courtesy  of  The  National  Coal  Board 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Only  fifty  seven  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  Fortunately,  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  older  houses  became  available  as  relets.  Thirteen  of  the  new 
and  twenty  four  of  the  relets  went  to  tenants  selected  by  the  Health  Department,  three 
to  overcrowded  families  and  the  remainder  to  families  from  properties  to  be  demolished. 

The  annual  review  of  the  waiting  list  removed  two  hundred  and  seventy  two  names 
and  rehousing,  a  further  one  hundred  and  thirty  four.  If  building  was  keeping  pace 
with  the  demand,  it  would  have  been  anticipated  that  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year 
would  be  seven  hundred  and  fifty.  The  actual  number  was  still  over  a  thousand. 

The  Homing  Manager  and  Housing  Architect  have  supplied  the  following 
details :  — 

Housing  Manager’s  Report  : 

Number  of  houses  and  bungalows  at  31/12/56 

Aluminium 


Houses 

Bungalows 

Bungalows 

Flats 

Total 

Sutton  Area 

2208 

304 

40 

239 

2791 

Skegby  Area 

506 

50 

44 

52 

652 

Huthwaite  Area 

294 

56 

- 

48 

398 

3008 

'  410 

84 

339 

3841 

31/12/55 

2966 

400 

84 

334 

3784 

Number  of  Applications  held  at  31/12/56 

Tenants 

Outside 

U.D.  Area 

Sutton 

Skegby 

Huthwaite 

Total 

8 

children 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

7 

children 

- 

3 

- 

4 

7 

6  children 

- 

4 

- 

1 

5 

5 

children 

- 

2 

2 

- 

4 

4 

children 

2 

9 

3 

1 

15 

3 

children 

2 

17 

6 

6 

31 

2 

children 

1 

26 

4 

11 

42 

1 

child 

8 

16 

8 

7 

39 

0 

children 

7 

15 

5 

6 

33 

20 

93 

28 

37 

178 

Families  in  Rooms 

-7 

children 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

6 

children 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

children 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

children 

- 

3 

- 

2 

5 

3 

children 

1 

18 

6 

3 

28 

O 

children 

10 

50 

13 

9 

82 

1 

child 

7 

124 

44 

22 

197 

0 

children  ' 

21 

169 

60 

31 

281 

39 

365 

125 

67 

596 

Applications  for  Bungalows 

9 

224 

44 

46 

323 

Total  Number  of  Applications 

held  31/12/56 

68 

682 

197 

150 

1097 

31/12/55 

84 

691 

199 

177 

1151 
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Lettings  during  1956  were  : — 


Sutton 

Skegby 

Huthwaite  Total 

New  3  bedroom  houses  . 

42 

0 

0 

42 

New  2  bedroom  Bungalows  ... 

10 

0 

0 

10 

New  2  bedroom  Flats 

4 

0 

0 

4 

New  3  bedroom  Flats 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Relets — Houses  . 

50 

4 

* 

56 

Bungalows  . 

20 

2 

1 

23 

Flats 

18 

8 

9 

35 

145 

14 

12 

171 

Lettings  during  1955 

219 

14 

13 

246 

Thirteen  new  houses  and  twenty  four 

relets  were  allocated  to 

tenants 

selected  by 

the  Health  Department. 


Lettings  during  1956  showing  district  from  which  applicants  were  housed. 


Sutton 

Skegby 

Huthwaite 

Outside 

U.D. 

Total 

Four  bedroom  houses 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Three  bedroom  houses 

49 

17 

6 

6 

78 

Two  bedroom  houses 

14 

3 

1 

— 

18 

Flats 

23 

9 

8 

■ — • 

40 

Bungalows 

26 

4 

3 

— 

33 

113 

34 

18 

6 

171 

Lettings  during  1955 

160 

48 

33 

5 

246 

During  1956  the  following  exchanges  were  effected:  — 

Exchanges  between  council  tenants  ...  .  ..  40 

Exchanges  between  council  and  private  tenants  ...  ...  ...  25 

Exchanges  between  council  and  tenants  outside  the  district  .  ...  5 

70 


(Two  of  the  above  were  3  way  exchanges  and  two  4  way  exchanges). 

G.  H.  SLACK, 

Housing  Manager. 
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Honsing  Architect’s  Report 

Post  War  Housing  position  at  31/12/55 


Schemes  completed 
Dwellings  completed 

t.  Schemes  completed  during  1956 

(a)  Union  Street  No.  3 

(b)  Carsic  Lane  No.  9 

(c)  Carsic  Lane  No.  11 

(d)  Hardwick  Lane  No.  9  ... 

Pharaplegic  cases  2 

(e)  Mansfield  Road  No.  5  ...  ...  Families  2 

2.  Other  Schemes  in  Progress  during  1956  Occupied 

(a)  Carsic  Lane  Housing  Scheme  No  10 


10  Flats 

2  BR  = 

10  Dwellings, 

2  Flats 

3  BR  = 

2  Dwellings, 

41  Prs.  Type  23B 

3  BR  == 

82  Dwellings, 

To  House 

94  Families. 

(b)  Carsic  Lane  Housing  Scheme  No.  12 

1 1  Flats 

2  BR  = 

11  Dwellings, 

1  Flat 

1  BR  = 

1  Dwelling, 

2  Prs.  Type  23B 

3  BR  = 

4  Dwellings, 

To  House  16  Families. 


G.  WARNER, 

Warner  &  Dean  (Housing  Architects). 

In  addition  to  the  57  dwellings  completed  by  the  Local  Authority,  112  houses  were 
built  by  private  contractors. 


31 

1744 

To  House 


Families  6 

Families  28 

Families  5 

Aged  couples  8 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  ACTION  DURING  THE  YEAR 


PART  A  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Repairs  and 

Rents  Act,  1954). 

Number  of  Dwellinghouses  Number  of 

demolished  in  the  period.  Persons  Families 
Unfit  Houses.  Other  Houses,  displaced  displaced 


(1)  Land  coloured  pink  and  pink  hatched  yellow  17  —  11 

(2)  Land  coloured  grey  ...  ...  —  —  — 


PART  B  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Number  of 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  period.  Houses  Persons  displaced  Families 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  (Section  11)  25  106  34 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 

given  by  owners  under  Sec.  11  and  still  in  force  —  — 

(c)  Parts  of  building  closed  (Sec.  12)  —  — 
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<2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders  under  Secs. 
3  (1)  and  3  (2) 

<3)  Local  Government  (Mis.  Provisions)  Act  1953 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders  under 
Secs.  10  (1)  and  11  (2) 


REPAIRS  in  the  period  No.  of  Houses 

(4)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  house3  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the 

local  authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  ...  228 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts — action  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied. 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '  104 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 — action  after  service  of  formal  notice 
(Secs.  9,  10,  11  and  16): 

Houses  made  fit. 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

(7)  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and  Demolition 

Orders  revoked  (Section  5)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


PART  C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Repairs  &  Rents 
Act,  1954). 

Position  at  end  of  period 

(8)  (a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  and 

approved  for  grant  under  Section  7  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  above 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Sec.  6). 


PART  D.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT  No.  of  Houses 

(9)  Houses  in  clearance  areas,  other  than  those  included  in  con¬ 
firmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  period  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

The  Council  successfully  prosecuted  the  owner  of  one  house  who  failed  to  comply 
with  a  notice  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Housing  Act,  1936  —  Overcrowding  : 

Three  houses  were  allocated  to  overcrowded  families  whose  living  conditions  were 
thereby  greatly  improved  though  it  was  impossible  to  give  them  four  bedroomed  houses, 
a  type  which  seldom  becomes  available. 

Seven  complaints  of  overcrowding  were  investigated.  One  family  was  overcrowded 
by  legal  standards  and  there  was  much  overcrowding  in  two  others.  These  three  were 
recommended  for  rehousing  and  were  still  awaiting  suitable  accommodation  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Families  overcrowded  as  a  result  of  two  or  more  living  in  one  house  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Housing  Department  for  consideration  under  the  Council’s  points  scheme. 
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Re-housing  and  Demolition 

Thirty  four  families  were  rehoused,  ten  of  them  in  bungalows  which  fortunately 
became  available  as  relets. 

No  fewer  than  sixteen  tenants  refused  the  first  house  offered  to  them,  the  main 
reason  given  being  unsuitability  of  sites  or  type  of  house.  Three  tenants  stated  they 
could  not  afford  the  rent  of  the  new  houses  and  preferred  to  wait  for  a  relet. 

Sixteen  houses  were  added  to  the  list  of  unfit  properties.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
ninety  five  remained  on  the  list  for  official  representation  and  forty  one  tenants  of  houses 
already  represented  awaited  re-housing. 


Details  of  Re-housing : 

(a)  from  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

East  Ward 


9,  Cursham  Street 

40,  James  William  Turner  Avenue 

13,  Cursham  Street 

3,  Clegg  Hill  Drive 

15,  Cursham  Street 

4,  Cowpes  Close 

Caravan,  Grove  Road, 

17,  Cedar  Close,  Skegby 

7,  Hamilton  Road, 

20,  James  William  Turner  Avenue 

9,  Hamilton  Road, 

74,  Stuart  Street 

10,  Parliament  Street, 

10,  The  Oval 

12,  Parliament  Street, 

33,  Prior  Close 

35,  Phoenix  Street, 

13,  Cowpes  Close 

West  Ward 

68  ,High  Pavement 

113,  Carsic  Road 

26,  The  Idlewells 

63,  Percival  Crescent 

1,  John  Street  * 

3,  Cowpes  Close 

6,  New  Street 

10,  Spring  Road 

17,  New  Cross  Street 

12,  Charles  Street 

19,  New  Cross  Street 

54,  Carsic  Lane 

Caravan,  Peveril  Drive 

34,  Carsic  Lane 

21,  West  End 

9,  Cowpes  Close 

23,  West  End 

105,  Cowpes  Close 

25,  West  End 

2,  Garden  Lane 

27,  West  End 

1,  Cowpasture  Lane 

29,  West  End 

63,  Taylor  Crescent 

31  ,West  End 

107,  Cowpes  Close 

Huthwaite  Ward 

1,  Allsop’s  Yard 

9a,  Pennine  Close 

39,  Royal  Oak  Yard,  Blackwell  Road 

9,  Strawberry  Bank 

18,  Pilsworth  Yard  * 

41,  James  William  Turner  Avenue 

Skegby  Ward 

32,  Forest  Road 

23,  Sheep  wash  Lane 

115,  Mansfield  Road 

11,  Elder  Street 

117,  Mansfield  Road 

7,  Brookfield  Avenue 

Railway  Carriage,  Milner  Street 

8,  The  Oval 

(b)  from  Re-development  Area  West  Ward 

21,  Mill  Street 

73,  Taylor  Crescent 

29,  Mill  Street 

52,  Hill  Crescent 

12,  New  Street 

22,  Tom  Wass  Road 

(c)  from  Clearance  Area  Skegby  Ward 

177,  Mansfield  Road 

21,  Beech  Street 

(d)  from  Compulsory  Purchase  House  EasI 

:  Ward 

9,  Chapel  Street 

156,  Eastfield  Side 

*  House  not  vacant,  two  families,  one  not  re-housed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No.  5,  Cursham  Street,  Individual  Unfit  House  in  the  East  Ward,  was  vacated  and 
closed,  the  tenant  not  being  re-housed  by  the  Council. 
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Details  of  Demolition : — Total  number  forty  two. 

East  Ward 

No.  6,  Brigg  Street,  Nos.  34,  36,  Hardwiek  Lane,  Nos.  194,  196,  Mansfield  Road, 
No.  3,  Mays  Yard,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  Whitehouses,  Newark  Road,  Caravan,  Radfords  Yard, 
Nos.  19,  21,  Station  Street,  Nos.  5,  7,  7A,  Unwin  Road. 

West  Ward 

No.  2,  Chureh  Street,  Nos.  11,  13,  15,  17,  Forest  Street,  Nos.  4,  6,  8,  New  Street. 
Huthwaite  Ward 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Allsopps  Yard,  Nos.  110,  112,  114,  116,  118,  132,  Main 
Street. 

Skegby  Ward 

Nos.  42,  44,  122,  Forest  Road,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Halls  Cottages 

Camping  Sites,  Temporary  Dwellings,  etc. 

Very  little  trouble  was  experieneed  from  the  new  permanent  caravan  sites,  but 
there  were  many  visits  from  the  casual  travellers  and  strict  supervision  in  these  cases 
i'i  always  necessary.  There  was  excellent  co-operation  from  the  police  in  dealing  with 
this  problem. 


FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 
Part  1. 


1.  ln.spections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

9 

0 

0 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

99 

88 

0 

0 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

6 

8 

0 

0 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ; 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ..  ...  ...  •••  3  3 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  •••  •••  ^  ^ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  ...  ^ 


Part  Vin 

There  were  238  outworkers  on  the  list  all  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  E 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

The  following  slaughterhouses  are  now  licenced: — 

Sutton-in-Ashfield  Wholesale  Meat  Suppliers,  Church  Street,  Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Clifton,  Kirkby  Road,  Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

Mr.  E.  Willey,  24,  Low  Street,  Sutton-in-Ashfield. 

Mr.  K.  Sweetmore,  Main  Street,  Huthwaite. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wright,  Main  Street,  Huthwaite. 

Mr.  W.  Baugh’s  Exors.,  Old  Road,  Skegby. 

Mr.  E.  Smith,  High  Street,  Stanton  Hill. 

Stanton  Hill  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Stanton  Hill. 

An  application  for  a  licenee  for  one  more  slaughter  house  was  refused  under  Town 
Planning. 

Slaughtermen’s  licences  issued  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  30 

New  slaughtermen’s  licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Inspections  :  — 


(a)  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

(b)  Visits  to  Meat  Shops 

(c)  Visits  to  Vans,  Stalls,  etc 


1714 

188 

113 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and 


Total 


condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs 


Pigs  Horses 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 


20560 

3072 

392 

75 

13054 

3967 

20560 

3072 

392 

75 

13054 

3967 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  0  0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  condemned  585  100 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with  disease 

other  than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  19.04  25.51 


Tuberculosis  Only : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


4  1 

4  1 

0  0 


3  3 

322  123 

10.48  31.37 


3 

4 


5.33 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


0  2 

5  119 


.038  2.99 


0  0 
0  132 

0  3.33 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspected  and  Condemned 
At  Butchers’  Shops  and  local  Slaughterhouses. 


Meat  Condemned 


Tuberculosis 

Weight 

lbs. 

lbs. 

3  Carcases  of  cows  and  all  offal 

2383 

2  Carcases  of  heifers  and  all  offal 

1014 

1  Carcase  bullock  and  all 

offal 

595 

1  forequarter  of  beef 

259 

1  hindquarter  of  beef 

i.. 

98 

2  short  forequaiters  of  beef 

797 

2  short  forequarters  of  pig 

•  •••  •••  ••• 

92 

Carcase  meat  of  beef 

455 

Brisket  and  oystering  of  beef 

80 

7  pig  collars 

40 

5813 

50  Diaphragms 

390  Lungs 

307  Heads 

114  Mesenteries 

131  Hearts 

20  Spleens 

19  Kidneys 

5  Stomachs  and  Bowels 

152  Livers 

8  Udders 

Total  weight 

... 

15857 

Other  Diseases 

Carcase  Meat 

Abscess 

Carcase 

meat  of  pig 

10 

Immaturity 

Three  whole  carcases  of  calf  and  all  offal  ... 

72 

Oedema 

One  carcase  of  pig  and  all  offal 

..  120 

Pyaemia 

One  carcase  of  pig  and  all  offal  ... 

123 

325 

Offal 

lbs. 

Abscesses 

4  sets  bowels,  20  diaphragms, 

2j  heads,  7  hearts,  4  kidneys. 

111  livers,  27y  lungs 

1  mesentery,  3  spleens,  3  udders 

2663i 

Actinobacillosis 

17  heads 

510 

Actinomycosis 

31  heads,  2  udders 

952 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

8  lungs 

104 

Bruising 

1  head,  2  skirts 

7 

Cirrhosis 

5  livers 

25 

Cysts 

11  hearts,  25  livers,  10  lungs. 

1  spleen 

1961 

Cysticercus  bovis 

4  diaphragms,  5  heads,  5  hearts, 

2  livers 

244 

Enteritis 

1  set  of  bowels  ...  ..^ 

9 

Fascioliasis 

259  livers,  14|  lungs 

3442 

Hydronephrosis 

1  kidney 

H 

Mastitis 

56  udders  ...  ...  ... 

616 

Melanosis 

1  heart,  2  lungs 

16 

Milk  Spot 

1  liver 

3 

Nephritis 

4  kidneys 

2i 

Oedema 

1  set  of  bowels 

m 

Parasites 

18  hearts,  31  livers,  25  lungs. 

9  mesenteries 

268i 

Pericarditis 

4  hearts 

8i 

Peritonitis 

1  set  of  bowels,  1  diaphragm, 

16  livers,  2  mesenteries,  1  spleen 

lOli 

Physiological  Fatty  Infiltration 

1  heart,  2  livers 

6i 

Pleurisy 

9  hearts,  56  lungs 

238 

Pneumonia 

43  lungs 

89 

Telangiectasis 

3  livers 

39 

Tumour 

1  head,  1  liver,  1  lung 

1  spleen,  1  tongue 

58 

Urticaria 

2  pigs  skin 

10 

9622i 
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Sammary  of  Meat  Condemned  : 


Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  21,670 

Other  Disease  ...  ...  ...  9,947^ 


31,617ilbs.  =  2258  stones 


Detained  —  2  carcases  of  heifer,  2  carcases  of  bullock  and  1  carcase  of  cow  de¬ 
tained  for  21  days  in  cold  storage  for  cysticercus  bovis. 


At  Retail  Shops : 

Fish  tinned  . 

lbs. 

.  U 

Butter  . 

Fruit  tinned  . 

.  92 

Cheese  . 

Meat  tinned  ..  .  . 

.  12U 

Cheese  Spread  . 

Milk  and  Cream  tinned 

.  84- 

Other  Sandwich  Spreads 

Tomatoes  tinned  . 

.  794 

Mutton  . 

Other  tinned  foods  . 

.  374 

Baking  Powder  . 

,  23  pkts. 

Bacon  . 

.  44 

Broccoli  . 

...7  crates 

Total — 29  stones. 


Milk  Supply  : 

No.  of  Dairies  on  Register  31/12/56 
No.  of  Distributors  31/12/56 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  31/12/56 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  31/12/56 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  31/12/56 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  31/12/56 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  31/12/56 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  31/12/56 

No.  of  visits  to  Dairies 

No.  of  visits  to  Distributors 

New  Dairies  erected 

Dairies  modernised 

Minor  Repairs  at  Dairies 


lbs. 

12 

3i 

i 

5 


10 

65 

38 

36 

53 

3 

3 

3 

22 

80 

0 

0 

0 


Since  October,  1952,  only  specially  designated  milks  may  be  sold  in  this  district. 


Milk  Samples  Taken 

T.T.  Pasteurised 
36 


T.T.  Raw 
17 


Pasteurised 

28 


Sterilised 

21 


Total 

102 


Six  samples  were  examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  all  were  negative. 


Premises  Registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  at  31st  December, 
1956. 


(a)  Ice  Cream : 

No.  Inspections 

Manufacture  and  Sale  (Hot  mix  only)  .  3  48 

Sale  only  .  113  186 


Total  Grading  on  Methylene  Blue  Test 
Samples  I  II  III  IV 

Ice  Cream  49  43  1  4  1 

No  cases  of  infringements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations 
have  been  found. 


(b)  Meat  Products 
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No. 

22 


Inspections 

75 


F  ood  Hygiene  Regulations 


Details  of  Food  Shops  and  Inspections 


Premises  Number 

Baker  and  General  Grocer  .  9 

Butchers  56 

Confectioner  and  General  Grocer  .  161 

Cafe,  Confectioner  and  Grocer  .  10 

Confectioner  .  28 

Fish  and  Chip  Frying  .  25 

Fish  (Wet)  1 

General  Grocer  and  Greengrocer  .  15 

Grocer  and  General  Stores  .  10 

Greengrocer  23 

General  Confectioner  and  Off-Licence  .  20 

Tripe  1 

Wines  and  Spirits  .  1 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  .  51 


Inspections 

108 

128 

160 

60 

59 
94 
12 
38 
20 
52 

60 
12 

6 

158 


Inspection  of  Other  Food  Premises 
and  Vehicles. 


Canteens  58 

Market  Stalls  103 

Street  Vendors  65 


Public  Market 

The  Council  have  authorised  the  purchase  of  a  Mobile  Washing  Trailer  Unit  for 
the  use  of  food  handlers  on  the  market  stalls.  All  food  stalls  are  to  be  covered  with 
aluminium  sheeting. 


General  Observations 

All  food  premises  in  the  district  are  being  thoroughly  inspected  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  All  requirements  are  given  verbally  at  the  time  of 
inspection  with  a  general  talk  to  all  food  handlers  on  the  interpretation  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions.-  These  visits  are  then  followed  up  by  notices  as  required. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Foods 

When  suitable,  some  foods  are  passed  to  the  Council’s  waste  food  project,  v/herc 
all  the  food  is  steam  cooked  for  two  hours  and  sold  for  pig  feeding.  Some  food  is 
incinerated  and  the  remainder  is  passed  to  the  Portland  Manure  Works  for  reduction 
to  fertilizer  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Department. 
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30 


Food  and  Diugs 


Details  of  samples  analysed  during  the  year 


Item 

Artificial  Cream 
Asprin  Tablets 
Beef  Suet 

B!-carbonate  of  Soda 
Brazds,  Buttered 
Butter  Drops 
Condensed  Milk 
Corned  Beef 
Cream 

Cream  Cheese 

Fish  Cake 
F.our,  Plain 
Gateau  Cake 
Ice-Cream 
Icing  Sugar 
Jelly  Tablet 
Jel'y  Cream 
Lard 

Margarine 
Meat  Pie 
Meat,  Potted 


Parsley  Sauce  Mixture 
Feel,  Cut  and  Mixed 
Fickled  Red  Cabbage 
Pineapple  Juice  Drink 
Polony 
Pork  Pie 
Peas,  Processed 
Pdee 

Saccharin  Tablets,  Standard 
Sago 

Salad  Cream 
Sauce 

Sausages,  Pork 


Self-raising  Flour 
Sponge  Mixture 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Tapioca 
Tea 

Tinned  Tomatoes 
Tomato  Ketchup 


Number  Number 
Examined  Adulterated 


Action 


3 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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1  subsequent  formal 

sample  proved  genuine 


Representation  made 
to  retailer. 


1  Manufacturers  interviewed 
by  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


Butchers  interviewed  by 
Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


5 


Milk  Samples  Tested 

Pasteurised  T.T.  Pasteurised  Sterilised  T.T.  Raw  T.T.  Raw  Farm  T.T.  Pasteurised 

Farm  Bottled 

Bottled  Channel  Isles  Channel  Isles 

38  38  34  '  ■  20  8  12 


All  the  150  samples  proved  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever 

Thirty-six  notifications  were  received,  the  diagnosis  being  revised  in  one  case  after 
admission  to  hospital.  Seventeen  of  the  cases  occurred  from  January  to  March  and 
fifteen  from  October  to  December. 

The  disease  was  again  mild  and  all  the  cases  recovered,  seven  being  treated  in 
hospital. 

In  one  instance,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  exc’ude  a  contact  from  work  for  a  week 
and  a  certificate  was  issued  to  enable  him  to  receive  sickness  benefit. 


East 

West 

Huthwaite 

Skegby 

Incidence  in  Wards. 

7 

13 

6 

9 

Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 

Males 

Females 

3 — 4  years 

.  3 

2 

4 — 5  years 

.  2 

1 

5 — 9  years 

.  10 

12 

10 — 14  years 

2 

3 

17  18 


Diphtheria 

Two  immunised  children  suffering  from  throat  infections  were  admitted  to  hospital 
for  observation.  Neither  had  diphtheria. 

The  last  case  in  an  immunised  child  was  in  1944  and  in  an  unimmunised  child  in 
1946. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  and  mortality  of  diphtheria  in  the  district 

for  the  past  twenty-two  years. 


Cases 

Deaths 

1935 — 1940  (inclusive)  (before  immunisation) 

284 

13 

1941  (first  year  of  immunisation) 

55 

4 

1942 — 1946  (inclusive) 

26 

2 

1947 — 1956  (inclusive) 

0 

0 

Prophylaxis 

With  few  exceptions,  infants  now  have  three  injections  of  combined  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  propylactic.  The  boosting  dose  at  school  age  is  normally  diphtheria 
prophylactic  only. 

Completed  treatment  during  1956: — 


Age  when  treated 
Clinics 
Privately 


Under 
1  year 

433 

41 


1 — 4  School 

years  children  Totab 

29  66  528 

8  0  49 


474  37  66  577 


Booster  Injections  given  to  children  at  school  age. 


Clinics  or  Schools 
Privately 


52 


527 

4 


531 


Immunised  children  at  31st  December,  1956 

Under  one  year .  199 

Infants  1 — 4  years  (inclusive) .  1939 

Schoolchildren  5 — 14  years  (inclusive)  6420 


%  Level  of  Immunisation 

31/12/55 

Infants  1 — 4  years  (inclusive)  .  85%  86% 

Schoolchildren  5 — 14  years  (inclusive)  96%  96% 


Age  Groups 


1 — 5  years 


Children  born  1951 
Children  born  1952 
Children  born  1953 
Children  born  1954 
Children  born  1955 


Completed 

Commenced 

Consented  but 
failed  to  bring 

Treatment 

Treatment 

infants  to  clinic 

91% 

4% 

1.5% 

84% 

— 

5% 

84% 

^ — 

6% 

87% 

— 

6% 

84% 

0  0/ 

-  /O 

6% 

Infants  under  One  Year.  83.6%  of  infants  completed  immunisation  before  attaining 
the  age  of  one  year. 


Classification  by  age  at  inoculation  and  age  attained. 


Age  at  31/12/56 

Under  1 

1—4  5—9 

10—14 

Under  15 

i.e,  born  in  years 

1956 

1955—52  1951—47 

1946—42 

Total 

Last  injection  given 

A.  1952—1956 

199 

1939  3048 

88 

5274 

B.  1951  or  earlier 

— 

—  79 

3205 

3284 

Whooping  Cough 

Twenty  nine  cases  were  notified,  twenty  four  of  them  from  October  to  December. 
All  were  treated  at  home  and  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

One  infant  aged  two  months,  whose  death  was  the  subject  of  an  inquest  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  died  of  broncho  pneumonia  and  whooping  cough. 

Of  the  twenty  nine  notified  cases,  seven  had  received  prophylatic  injections — one 
infant  a  year  before  the  onset,  five  school  children  four  years  before  and  one  school 
child  five  years  before. 

It  was  observed  that  the  only  known  instances  of  more  than  one  case  in  a  family 
occurred  in  children  who  had  not  had  the  prophylactic  injections. 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution 

Males 


Under  1  year  0 

1 — 2  years  1 

3 — 4  years  5 

5 — 9  years  5 


11 


Prophylaxis 

Completed  treatment  during  1956 


Age  when  treated —  Under  1 

Clinics  .  421 

Privately  .  29 


Females 

Total 

Prophylactic 

Injections. 

1 

1 

in  infancy 

0 

3 

4 

1 

7 

12 

0 

7 

12 

6 

18 

29 

7 

year  1 — 4  years  5 — 14  years 

Totals 

17  1 

439 

6  2 

37 

476 


33 


Measles 


The  incidence  dropped  to  fifty 
June.  No  deaths  were  recorded. 

six,  of  which  forty 

nine  occurred 

from  April 

Incidence  in  Wards 

East  West 

Huthwaite 

Skegby 

26  27 

1 

2 

Age  and  Sex  Incidence 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

0 

1 

1 

1 — 2  years 

4 

4 

8 

3 — 4  years 

3 

3 

6 

5 — 9  years 

13 

17 

30 

10 — 14  years 

5 

2 

7 

15 — 24  years 

0 

2 

2 

25  years  and  over 

1 

1 

2 

26 

30 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Three  notifications  were  received,  the  diagnosis  being  revised  after  hospital 
investigation  in  one  case. 

A  girl  aged  four  years  whose  illness  began  on  September  30th  with  malaise,  sore 
throat  and  vomiting  showed  paralysis  of  the  left  leg  and  spinal  muscles  three  days  later. 
Prophylactic  injections  of  diphtheria  were  given  in  the  upper  arms  in  1952. 

A  boy  aged  two  years  had  a  cough  and  pain  in  the  right  arm  on  November  24th 
and  paralysis  of  the  arm  became  apparent  a  week  later.  Diphtheria  prophylaxis  was 
completed,  in  February,  1955,  the  injections  being  given  in  the  upper  arms. 

Both  children  were  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  boy  aged  four  years  attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic  at  Mansfield  Hospital  m 
August  on  account  of  weakness  of  the  left  leg.  It  was  considered  the  paresis  was  the 
result  of  an  attack  of  acute  poliomyelitis  at  the  beginning  of  May.  After  treatment 
in  hospital  he  was  discharged  in  November.  There  is  no  record  of  any  prophylactic 
injections. 

Prophylaxis 

Parents  of  children  born  between  January  1947  and  December  1954  were  invited 
to  have  their  children  immunised.  One  hundred  and  twelve  consents  were  received  but 
the  supply  of  vaccine  was  very  limited  and  it  was  only  possible  to  give  fifty-two 
injections.  Fifteen  pre-school  and  ten  school  children  had  two  injections  and  two 
pre-school  children  had  the  initial  dose  only  during  the  year. 


Smallpox 

The  last  notified  case  was  in  1929. 


Prophylaxis 

Age  when  treated 
Under  1  year 
Age  1  year 
Age  2  to  4  years 
Age  5  to  14  years 
15  years  and  over 


Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Clinics 

Privately 

Clinics 

Privately 

159 

13 

— 

— 

.  3 

1 

T 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

.  0 

— 

2 

.  1 

8 

4 

11 

Totals  164 

27 

4 

13 

Aseptic  Meningitis 

A  child  aged  one  year  and  a  girl  of  fifteen  years  were  admitted  to  hospital,  where 
both  recovered. 
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Meningococcal  Meningitis 


A  child  aged  about  two  years  was  successfully  treated  in  hospital. 


Gastro  Enteritis 

Four  infants  aged  from  two  to  five  months  were  admitted  to  hospital  where  all  re¬ 
covered.  No  specific  organisms  were  isolated. 

Of  special  note  was  one  infant  who  had  a  relapse  soon  after  discharge  and  was  re¬ 
admitted  for  a  further  six  weeks.  Shci  was  the  fourth  infant  in  the  family  mentioned 
in  my  reports  of  1954  and  1955  to  be  admitted  to  hosp  tal  with  gastro  enteritis.  As 
would  be  expected,  general  home  conditions  were  not  very  satisfactory. 


Food  Poisoning 

On  May  8th  a  return  was  received  from  the  registrar  of  births  and  deaths  show’ng 
the  cause  of  death  of  an  elderly  woman  to  be  cardiac  failure  and  gastro-enterit  s.  The 
death  had  occurred  on  May  3rd  and  the  burial  was  on  May  7th.  In  the  circumstances 
it  was  not  considered  that  any  investigation  at  the  home  was  justified. 

However,  on  May  10th  I  was  informed  that  a  patient  admitted  to  hospital  that  day 
from  the  same  address  m'ight  be  suffering  from  paratyphoid  fever.  The  diagnosis  was 
later  confirmed  as  an  infection  by  Sa'imoneha  typhi-murium.  The  patient  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  deceased  and  had  arrived  from  another  district  on  May  2nd  to  visit  her 
mother  who  had  been  taken  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  in  the  eariy  hours  of  April 
29th.  The  daughter  remained  at  the  house  and,  after  her  mother's  death,  he'ped  with 
the  general  domestic  work  inc’ud'ng  handling  and  washing  soiled  linen,  etc.  She  had 
a  sudden  attack  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  on  the  morning  of  May  7th  and  became  so 
i’l  that  her  admission  to  hospital  was  arranged. 

The  househo'd  was  completed  by  another  daughter  and  a  granddaughter  of  the 
deceased.  Neither  had  any  symptoms  but  both  were  found  to  be  harbouring  S.typhi- 
murium  and  the  daughter  continued  to  excrete  the  organisms  until  eariy  in  Ju  y. 

The  house  was  an  average  type  for  the  district  and  had  a  small  'arder  but  no  re¬ 
frigerator.  There  was  some  evidence  of  infestation  by  mice  and  this  v/as  also  found 
in  some  of  the  other  houses  in  the  row. 

At  the  time  of  the  enquiry  no  relevant  food  residues  were  avai’ab’e  but  swabs  from 
various  food  containers,  and  articles  in  the  deceased’s  bedroo.m,  and  samples  of  dust, 
were  taken  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Mitchell  the  director  of  the  public  health  laboratory,  Notting¬ 
ham.  Ail  gave  negative  results  except  the  duct  from  the  scul’ery  floor  from  which 
S.typhi-murium  was  isolated. 

The  investigations  were  extended  to  include  the  considerable  number  of  re’atives 
and  friends  who  had  access  to  the  house  during,  and  subsequent  to,  the  illness  of  the 
deceased.  In  addition  to  the  members  of  the  househo’d,  some  forty  persons  in  eleven 
related  or  contact  fami  ies  were  interviewed  and  specimens  were  obtained  for  exam'na- 
tion.  Twelve  admitted  to  having  diarrhoea,  but  no  vcmit'ng,  at  some  t'me  between 
May  4th  and  16th,  ten  of  them  between  May  4th  and  9th.  S.  typhi-murium  was 
isolated  in  seven,  and  a’so  from  nine  others  who'  had  no  symptoms.  Only  one  had  symp¬ 
toms  of  sufficient  sever  ty  to  make  him  seek  medical  advice.  Though  he  visited  the  hou'^e 
regular'y  and  had  food  there,  and  two  other  members  of  his  fami'y  were  positive,  he  re¬ 
mained  persistently  negative. 

Two  of  the  carriers  were  food  hand’ers  and  were  exc'uded  from  work  until  free  from 
infection.  One  certificate  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1948,  was  issued,  and 
compensation  for  loss  of  the  ba'ance  of  her  wages  amounting  to  £17  4s.  8d.  was  paid. 
Compensation  for  loss  of  wages  amounting  to  £9  11s.  lOd.  was  paid  to  the  other  part- 
time  worker  not  entitled  to  national  insurance  benefit. 

The  patient  admitted  to  hospital  continued  to  excrete  the  organism  until  June  19th 
when  she  went  back  to  her  own  home.  She  was  a  canteen  worker  and  the  medical 
officer  of  health  of  her  district,  who  had  been  notified  of  her  illness  at  the  onset,  was 
advised  of  her  return. 
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Various  foods  which  could  have  been  infected  were  consumed  by  the  deceased  on 
April  27th  and  28th,  It  was  stated  that  all  had  been  cooked  immediately  before  con¬ 
sumption.  There  was  no  evidence  to  suggest  any  particu’ar  source  of  supply.  No  meal 
was  shared  by  the  others  affected,  the  only  common  factor  being  access  to  the  house- 
ho’d  from  the  date  of  the  deceased’s  illness  until  after  her  death. 

It  would  appear  that  the  infection  was  limited  to  the  group  investigated  and  en¬ 
quiries  from  general  practitioners  confirmed  the  absence  of  any  other  suspected  cases 
in  the  district.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  possible  that  there  were  others,  either  symptom¬ 
less  or  with  symptoms  so  slight  that  medical  advice  was  not  sought. 


With  symptoms 

Without  symptoms 

Adu’ts  Children 

Adults 

Children 

Total  ascertained 

10  3 

6 

5 

Confirmed  bacteriologically 

6  2 

6 

5 

Distribution  in  Families 

Family 

Number  in  Symptoms 

No 

symptoms 

household  -r  — 

+ 

— 

A 

3  1  — 

2 

— 

B 

— 

3 

C 

3  —  1 

— 

o 

D 

6  1  — 

4 

1 

E 

5  3  — 

— 

F 

3  1  — 

1 

1 

G 

4  —  1 

■) 

1 

H 

3  —  — 

— 

3 

J 

4  —  1  , 

— 

3 

Others 

6  _  _ 

— 

— 

Though  the  diagnosis  could  not  pe  confirmed,  it  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  the 
fatal  gastro  enteritis  was  infection  by  S.  typhi-murium  about  27th  or  28th  April,  and  that 
the  subsequent  infections  were  secondary. 

I  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  E.  R.  Mitchell  for  his  spontaneous  and  very  practical 
assistance,  and  to  the  general  practitioners  for  their  co-operation  in  medical  treatment. 

The  public  health  inspectors  did  excellent  field  work  in  tracing  and  following  up 
potential  contacts,  and  also  dealt  with  the  rodent  infestation  found. 


Other  Diseases 

Two  cases  of  pneumonia  and  three  of  erysipelas  were  notified. 


Tubercoiosis 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age 

periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pu'lmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-15 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15-25 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25-35 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35-45 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45-55 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

55-65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

9 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 
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Primary  notifications  were  the  lowest  for  some  years,  the  decreased  incidence  being 
most  marked  in  males  between  the  ages  of  15  and  35  years.  Of  the  nine  cases  notified, 
one  was  a  schoolboy,  four  were  miners  and  the  four  others  were  in  differing  types  of 
work. 

Ona  of  the  females  was  a  schoolgirl  and  one  was  employed  in  industry,  the  other 
three  being  housewives. 

In  addition  to  primary  cases,  five  men  and  two  women  were  added  to  the  register  as 
inward  transfers  from  other  districts. 

Of  the  14  notified  cases,  five  men  and  three  women  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The 
interval  between  primary  notification  and  admission  was : — 


Males  Females 

Less  than  1  month  ...  ...  ...  4  3 

Less  than  2  months  ...  ...  ...  1  0 

The  sites  of  infection  in  the  non-pulmonary  cases  were  spine,  kidney  and  glands  of 
neck. 

The  men  who  died  had  been  first  notified  in  1953  and  1954.  Both  of  the  women 


were  old  cases. 

One  being  notified  in  1930  and  the  other 

in 

1931. 

On  Registei — ■ 

Males 

Females 

Total 

P. 

N.P. 

P. 

N.P. 

31/12/56 

91 

11 

73 

19 

194 

31/12/55 

99 

18 

78 

22 

217 

Twenty-three  cases  were  removed  on  recovery,  nineteen  left  the  district  and  one  was 
removed  as  non-tuberculous.  Of  the  twenty-three  cases  removed  on  recovery,  nine  were 
pulmonary  and  were  first  notified  from  six  to  thirteen  years  ago. 

Special  consideration  v.'r.s  given  to  the  housing  needs  of  those  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  recommendations  for  priority  were  made  to  the  Housing 
Committee. 


Families  on  priority  list  31/12/55 
Families  added  to  list  1956 


12 

Families  re-housed  by  Council  1956  ...  ...  ...  ••.  6 

Families  on  priority  list  31/12/56  ...  ...  ...  6 


B.C.G* 


Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  sessions  arc  held  at  King’s  Mill  Hospital 
During  the  year,  from  this  district,  sik  infants,  and  one  child  age  1—4  years,  and  two 
adults  were  vaccinated. 
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Mass  Radiography 


The  Nottingham  Area  No.  2  Mass  Radiography  Unit  set  up  in  the  Brook  Street 

Hall  from  7th  to  19th  November.  Unfortunately  the  electrical  supply  turned  out  to  be 

very  poor  and  there  were  several  break  downs,  which  slowed  up  the  work  and  reduced 

the  number  who  could  be  X-rayed.  It  would  be  an  advantage,  if  it  is  possible,  to  have 

more  evening  sessions  to  enable  the  workers  to  attend  next  time  the  unit  visits  the 
district. 

Summary  of  the  Medical  Director’s  Report: — 


Number  X-rayed 

1956 

1954 

Schoolchildren 

1361 

59 

General  Public 

1712 

2566 

3073 

2625 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  46%  of  the  general  public  and  97%  of  the  school 
children  were  X-rayed  for  the  first  time 

Three  observation  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  ‘picked  up.’  Two 
were  adults  and  one  was  a  scholar.  This  represents  an  incidence  of  .09%  for  the 
total  number  X-rayed,  and  .11%  as  regards  the  general  public  only.  This  is  a 
very  low  incidence  for  this  form  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  even  if  all  the  cases 
turn  out  to  be  active  cases  it  would  be  quite  a  low  incidence  for  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  final  incidence  of  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as  discovered 
in  1954,  is  given  for  comparison,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  that  this  was  an 
incidence  of  .15%. 


The  number  of  clinical  examinees  to  come  on  this  occasion  was  4,  which  is  much 
less  than  in  1954  when,  in  addition  to  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  there  were 
many  non-tuberculous  conditions  ‘picked  up’. 


1956  1954 

Active  Observation  Total  Final  number  of  active  cases 
No.  %  No.  %  No.  %  Number  % 


.09  3  .09 
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